The pages of this dissertation may be conveniently referred to by those in search of an accurate register of the opinions of all writers on obstetric auscultation. Besides this, the details on the phenomena occurring during the act of parturition are sufficiently novel to authorize our devoting to them a share of our space. According to Dr. Conradi, then, immediately before labour commences, the force and sonorousness of the simple or -placental (for he is an advocate, though on no original grounds that we can see, of the theory that fixes their seat in the placenta,) pulsations increase. When the pains commence the beats grow weaker, and
appear more distant in proportion to the energy of the former. When the uterine contractions are at their maximum the sounds disappear, return-, ing after their cessation. When the arterial pulse varies during labour, the simple pulsations undergo a corresponding change. In the commencing stage, while the pains are comparatively short and trifling, the frequency of the pulsations is less than at a more advanced period. In the progress of the labour the number of simple beats increases, and towards the close they are more frequent, even in the intervals between the uterine contractions, than previously. The following example will illustrate these points:
In a woman examined before labour the radial pulse was eighty in a minute; at the commencement of the first stage the number of arterial beats and of placental pulsations in each quarter of a minute was as follows: 20, 21, 22, 20; 20, 20, 20, 20; 20, 20, 20, 21; 22, 20, 20, 20; 20, 20, 22, 21; 20, 20, &c 28, 27, 25, 24; 23, 23,24, 26; 27, 25, 23, 23; 23, 24, 27, 28; 29, &c. In the fourth period, after the rupture of the membranes: 23, 24, 26, 28; 28, 27, 25, 24; 24, 25, 26, 27; 29, 28, 26, 27; 26, 28, 29,30; 31,31, &c 
